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                           The Beacon

                                        St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

                                        200 Marrows Road

                                       Brookside

                                    Newark, Delaware 19713

                                     302-738-4331

The Rev. John G. Paderson, Pastor                                                                                         May 2015            

                  302-738-0840

Pentecost: what is it and why is it important? Pentecost is the Greek name given to Jewish feast of Weeks that celebrated the completion of the grain harvest. In later times it commemorated the giving of the Law by Moses. It was held fifty days after the Passover. 

It was on first feast of Pentecost after Jesus’ Resurrection that Jesus fulfilled his promise to pour out power on his first disciples. It was on the day of Pentecost that Jesus filled his disciples with the Holy Spirit who empowered them be Jesus’ witnesses to the ends of the earth. 

We are told in the Book of Acts that on that day, the Holy Spirit descended upon the gathered disciples. We are told that the Spirit enabled them to speak about Jesus in different languages so that everyone everywhere could understand. 

We celebrate that day as the birthday of the Church. Yet it is easy to forget that day. Christmas and Easter dominate our calendars. Pentecost often gets lost in the shuffle. Yet without Pentecost, we wouldn’t even know that there was a Christmas or an Easter. Without Pentecost the Good News of Jesus Christ would have struggled to make it much beyond Jerusalem never mind to the ends of the earth.

I wonder if some of the malaise in the Church today is partially attributable to forgetting Pentecost. I say that because Pentecost tells us who we are and what we are to do. Pentecost tells us that we are Jesus’ witnesses and we are to witness to Him. When we forget Pentecost, we forget to witness and churches die and faith dies with them.

When we remember Pentecost we remember that we are Christ’s witnesses and we do it. When we remember Pentecost churches grow and faith grows. This year let’s take time to remember Pentecost. Let’s remember that we are Christ’s witnesses and remember to witness to Him.

Your fellow witness to Christ,  

John

To: The Session of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

From: The Rev. John G. Paderson

Subject: Report for March 2015

Date: April 1, 2015
A. Service of the Lord’s Day and Occasional Services
· Prepared and led worship all five Sundays in March.

· Administered the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday March 1st.

B. Visits and Contacts (Pastoral and other)
· Home Visits: 4

· Hospital and Rehab Facility Visits: 3

C. Administration
· Wrote a message for April Beacon

· Moderated March session meeting on the 8th.

· Moderated the special session meeting called for the 29th to receive confirmands.

D. Christian Education
· Led 3 Sunday evening Church History classes

· Co-led 2 Thursday evening Confirmation Classes.

E. Ecumenical Activities

· Attended a Pastor’s Support Group meeting in Baltimore on March 26th.
F. Denominational Activities

· Attended the Presbytery Meeting and Retreat in Ocean City Maryland from Thursday evening March 6th through Saturday morning March 7th.
G. Things to Think About
Presbytery Retreat Speakers

The Presbytery had three speakers at the retreat. The Rev. Jerry Canon spoke on Community Evangelism. Charito Calvachi-Matyko spoke on healing historic harms. The third speaker was a major speaker. His name is Robert D. Lufton who wrote a book entitled Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt those they Help (And How to Reverse it). 

He was a very engaging and very challenging speaker. His main point was that when giving creates dependent people, it hurts those that it seeks to help. He categorized need into two groups: crisis need and chronic need. He said that crisis need demands one way giving because it saves lives. Chronic need requires development rather than one-way giving. He observed that when chronic need is met with crisis intervention, people are harmed. Dependency increases, work ethic erodes, and dignity diminishes. He outlined the downward progression of one-way giving as follows. Give once and people appreciate it. Give twice and people anticipate it. Give three times and people expect it. Give four times and people believe that they are entitled to it. Give five times and people depend on it. 

He set forth some rules for helpful giving:

1. Never do for others what they can do for themselves.

2. Limit one-way giving to crisis situations and seek always to find ways for legitimate exchange.

3. Seek ways to empower by hiring, lending, investing and offer gifts sparingly as incentives to reinforce achievements.

4. Put the interests of the poor above your own (or your organization’s) interests even when it means setting aside your own agenda.

5. Listen closely for spoken and unspoken needs knowing that many clues may be hidden.

6. Above all, to the best of your ability, do no harm.

We have a few copies of the book making their way around the Mission Team and Mission Trip members. A copy of the book will be made available to session members as well.

We should take a close look at our giving in the light of his thoughts.

The session by the Rev. Jerry Cannon that I attended focused on Evangelism with older adults. His main point was that although older adults may have limitations, they also have gifts and abilities and we should always seek to involve them in ministry. 

The session by Charito Calvachi-Mateyko that I attended was rather brief and focused on how one’s whole body is involved in our emotions.

Vacation
Kathy and I will be on vacation from May 8th to May 22nd in celebration of our 40th wedding anniversary, which is on May 31st. We will need substitute preachers for May 10th and May 17th.
Respectfully Submitted, 

John
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ST ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SPECIAL SESSION MEETING MINUTES

March 29, 2015

ELDERS PRESENT:  Flora Atangcho, Mary Ann Colbert, Allen Crowe,


                           Florence Fonjweng, Emmanuel Ndifor, Chester Pasapane,

                                       Brenda Saulsbury, Winnie Wagner, Cliff Wood, Jane Wright 

OPENING DEVOTIONS: Moderator Pastor John Paderson opened with prayer at          

11:45AM  

Motion to accept all confirmands as active members of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was approved unanimously.  

Confirmands as follows:

Miriam Ambo Fonjweng

Morgan Baylee Guns

Grant Frederick Haver Hardy

Addison Jacob Kuykendall

Jacob Hunter Wood


Joshua Austin Wood


Motion to adjourn session accepted

Session ended at 12:30 pm.  

ST ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

STATED SESSION MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 8, 2015

ELDERS PRESENT:  Allen Crowe, Chester Pasapane, Emmanuel Ndifor

                                       Brenda Saulsbury, Winnie Wagner, Jane Wright,

ELDERS ABSENT:     Flora Atangcho, Mary Ann Colbert, Florence Fonjweng,

                                       Cliff Wood

OPENING DEVOTIONS: Moderator Pastor John Paderson opened with prayer at          

                                             4:45pm

Approved edited minutes of February 8, 2015 session.

Approved minutes of February 28 Special session

Approved Treasurers February report.

Approved Pastor’s report

Approved Motion to Set Cameroon Sunday for April 12 after discussion with Stiltz’.

Approved Motion to reinstate Olivia Fombi to active membership role at St. Andrews.  

Motion to adjourn at 6:00pm approved.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DEACONS’ REPORT
May Beacon
Keep Our Pantry Stocked 

Thank you to all who donated canned goods, boxed goods and money for our Easter food baskets, and thank you to Ruth Circle for the hams. We supplied 12 families with enough food for Easter dinner and several other meals.

Please continue to bring in food; calls from people in need come year-round. Place your donations in a food collection basket in the narthex on any Sunday. Remember we cannot use outdated foods.

Hope Totes

We delivered 24 hope totes and sent a $25 check donation to the Sunday Breakfast Mission.

Our next Deacons Meeting will be May 3rd  immediately following worship.
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MARCH $13,740.19 $12,933.33 $806.86 $33,496.55 $38,799.99 -$5,303.44
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PASTOR $8,335.15 $7,177.64 $1,157.51 $22,263.65 $21,532.92 $730.73

STAFF $4,101.87 $3,966.90 $134.97 $12,244.85 $11,900.70 $344.15

PROGRAM $405.99 $733.31 -$327.32 $1,554.66 $2,199.93 -$645.27

BLDG GRDS $3,348.86 $2,269.98 $1,078.88 $6,900.10 $6,809.94 $90.16

TOTAL EXPENSE $16,191.87 $14,147.83 $2,044.04 $42,963.26 $42,443.49 $519.77

SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) ($2,451.68) ($1,214.50) ($1,237.18) ($9,466.71) ($3,643.50) ($5,823.21)

ST. ANDREW’S MARCH FINANCIAL POSITION - ACTUAL VS BUDGET

-$12,500.00

$0.00

$12,500.00

$25,000.00

$37,500.00

$50,000.00

MARCH

INCOME VS

BUDGET

BUDGET

YTD

INCOME VS

BUDGET

YTD

INCOME VS

BUDGET

ACTUAL VS

BUDGET

MARCH


PRAYER CHANGES THINGS

Have you had a chat with the Lord today?  No appointment needed, the opportunity is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Keep praying, prayer changes things.

PRAYER EMPHASIS FOR MAY

FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH
 

 “Consider the Lilies of the field.”

Matthew 6:28
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What is the Pentecost Offering?

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life. With the Spirit’s coming, we no longer need to settle for business as usual but can know the transforming, redeeming love of God that makes the impossible possible.

The Pentecost Offering is the second of the three Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) that we support and it is all about the youth. Gifts to the Pentecost Offering unite young people in Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world. St. Andrew’s retains 40% of the offering to support youth at risk programs of our choosing. Of the remainder, 10% supports a new “Educate a Child” initiative, 25% supports ministries with youth aged 12-18 and those called to work with them, and 25% supports Young Adult Volunteer opportunities. 

When you give to the Pentecost Offering, you help bring God’s transforming, redeeming love to children at risk, guide and nurture young people’s growing faith, and provide opportunities for young adults to become spiritual leaders—all in the name of Jesus Christ. Please give generously on Sunday May 24, 2015.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just a Note:

The worship committee and the Session, would like to thank all the folk who have volunteered to be ushers and to be in the nursery. The youth group is a major part in this as they are ushering the first Sunday of each month and also providing half the coverage of the nursery. The cooperation of the congregation in meeting these needs is greatly appreciated.  
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Youth News

Annual Mother’s Day Breakfast will be from 8:00-9:45 a.m.

End of year gathering at Mr. Cliff’s house May 17th @ 6 p.m.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PW NEWS
The annual NCPW Retreat was held in Ocean City, MD April16-19.

· Nancy Long and Cheryl Denneny were installed as Co-Moderators of NCPW.

· Chaplain Capt. Susannah Tulloch  led our Bible studies and Worship. She was truly a ray of sunlight  with all her enthusiasm..

· We enjoyed great weather, great fellowship with our sisters from area Presbyterian Churches, and  sang many favorite hymns with Linda Wardell, and Dr. Rev. Carrie Stine..

· The Fall PW Gathering will be at Dover Presbyterian Church on Oct. 24, 2015

Morning Circle will hold a fund raiser Yard Sale on May 16 at 11 Cordrey Dr,in Robscott Manor ( Part of Robscott Community  Yard Sale). Come and get some great bargains!

Morning Circle will meet on Thursday May 7th at 10:00 a.m.

Naomi Circle will meet on Tuesday May 19th at 7:00 p.m. in the home of Joanne Rager

Ruth Circle will meet on Monday May 18th.
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This comedy–drama play about a group of gossipy southern ladies in a small- town beauty parlor inspired the award winning film of the same name.  Steel Magnolias is alternately hilarious and touching—and, in the end, deeply revealing of the strength and purposefulness that underlies the antic banter of its characters. Written by Robert Harling, considered a new American Classic, this slice of life will have you laughing one moment and tearing up the next.

Candlelight Dinner Theatre presents STEEL MAGNOLIAS 2208 Miller Road Wilmington, DE  19810

Friday May 15, 2015.  Cost $49.00 per person includes buffet dinner, iced tea & water.  Doors open at 6:00 show starts at 8:00.  Rides Available!!!  See or call Linda DiMartine or Bea Fairchild.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR MAY 2015

    1 Friday

Church of Service Youth




  6:00 p.m.
  3 Sunday

Blended Service with Communion



10:00 a.m.




Youth Sunday/Food Collection Sunday




Coffee/juice hour




Deacon’s meeting 





11:00 a.m.





Church of Service Worship




12:30 p.m.



Sunday Night Dinner, Faith Club, Youth Group




And Adult Bible Study




  6:00 p.m.

  6 Wednesday

Church of Service





  7:30 p.m.

  7 Thursday

Morning Circle



     

10:00 a.m.

Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal

     6:30/7:00 p.m. 

  8 Friday

Church of Service Youth



 
  6:00 p.m.
  9 Saturday

Church of Service Prayer Service


      7:00-9:30 p.m.
10 Sunday
  
Mother’s Day Breakfast



      8:00-9:45 a.m.




Blended Service





10:00 a.m.




Coffee/juice hour




Church of Service Worship




12:30 p.m.
13 Wednesday

Church of Service





  7:30 p.m.

14 Thursday

Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal

     6:30/7:00 p.m. 

15 Friday

Church of Service Youth



 
  6:00 p.m.



PW Dinner Theatre

16 Saturday

Church of Service Prayer Service


      7:00-9:30 p.m.
17 Sunday
  
Blended Service





10:00 a.m.




Coffee/juice hour




Church of Service Worship




12:30 p.m.



Sunday Night Groups End of Year BBQ at Wood’s house
  6:00 p.m.

18 Monday

BEACON DEADLINE




Ruth Circle Meeting





  7:00 p.m.

19 Tuesday

Naomi Circle Meeting





  6:30 p.m.

20 Wednesday

Church of Service





  7:30 p.m.

21 Thursday

Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal

     6:30/7:00 p.m. 

22 Friday

Church of Service Youth



 
  6:00 p.m.
24 Sunday
  
Blended Service





10:00 a.m.




Coffee/juice hour




Church of Service Worship




12:30 p.m.
25 Monday

Memorial Day

27 Wednesday

Church of Service





  7:30 p.m.

28 Thursday

Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal

     6:30/7:00 p.m. 

29 Friday

Church of Service Youth



 
  6:00 p.m.

31 Sunday

Blended Service





10:00 a.m.




Coffee/juice hour




Church of Service Worship




12:30 p.m.
***FROM THE SECRETARY***
Please remember to give weekly updates for prayer requests to be included in the bulletin.  Bulletins are usually printed Thursday mornings.  All information should be turned in by Wednesday.  Please be sure to have reports, memos and information for The Beacon turned in by the third Monday of the month. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated!
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St. Andrew’s Youth Group will hold its 5th annual Mother’s Day Breakfast!

May 10, 2015 

8:00-9:45 a.m.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

200 Marrows Road

Newark, DE  19713

Adults- $8 / Kids 10 & under $5 

[image: image7.jpg]




[image: image8.emf]
[image: image9.emf]
All gave some…
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But some gave all!
Happy Memorial Day

