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PRAYER CHANGES THINGS
Have you had a chat with the Lord today?  No appointment needed, the opportunity is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Keep praying, prayer changes things.

PRAYER EMPHASIS FOR MARCH
BECOMING A SPIRITUAL ATHLETE
 
 “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:14  
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                           The Beacon
                                        St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
                                        200 Marrows Road
                                       Brookside
                                    Newark, Delaware 19713
                                     302-738-4331

The Rev. John G. Paderson, Pastor                                                                                         March 2015            
                  302-738-0840
 

Well here it is March and we are now in the season of Lent. Lent is the time on the Church calendar when we prepare for Good Friday and Easter. Some people prepare by giving up something that they really like in order to deny themselves. While the Lord did tell us to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him, I am not quite sure that he had in mind giving up something we like for Lent. I think what the Lord had in mind is a little more profound than just giving up chocolate or beer during a few weeks out of the year. 
I think that what the Lord had in mind was giving up serving ourselves to the exclusion of serving God and others. Serving oneself to the exclusion of God and others is the very essence of sin. Martin Luther once described sin as man turned in on himself. Sin is human beings putting themselves at the center of their universe and pushing everyone else and God to the perimeter. 
Lent is really a time to recommit to turning from sin. In the Episcopal Book of Common prayer Lent is described as a season of penitence and fasting. The word penitence is often misunderstood. To be penitent is not to do something for God in order to gain God’s forgiveness. It is to repent of, to turn from doing what God doesn’t want us to do and to turn to God and do instead what God created us to do.
Lent therefore is a time to reevaluate what we do and how we do it in light of the Cross. It is a time to show remorse for our sins and turn from them in light of Cross. 
Christ endured the cross to set us free from slavery to Sin. Christ took upon himself our sins and endured death, separation from God the Father, so that we would never be separated from God. Christ died for the forgiveness of our sins so that we might live with him and for him forevermore.
This Lent I invite you to join me in a period of self-examination and repentance in light of the Cross.

Yours in Christ,
John



To: The Session of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
From: The Rev. John G. Paderson
Subject: Report for January 2015
Date: February 4, 2015
A. Service of the Lord’s Day and Occasional Services
· Prepared and led worship all four Sundays in January.
· Administered the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday January 4th.
· Ordained, on behalf of session, elders and deacons in worship on January 18th.
B. Visits and Contacts (Pastoral and other)
· Home Visits: 3 
· Hospital Visits: none
· Other: 1 office visit
C. Administration
· Wrote a message for February Beacon
· Moderated January session meeting.
· Moderated January congregational meeting.
D. Christian Education
· Led three Sunday evening Church History classes
· Co-led four Thursday evening Confirmation Classes.
E. Ecumenical Activities
· Attended a Pastor’s Support Group meeting in Baltimore on January 15th.
Respectfully Submitted, 
John










			ST. ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
				   STATED SESSION MEETING
				       JANUARY 11 2015

ELDERS PRESENT:  Mary Ann Colbert, Winnie Wagner, Chet Pasapane, Jane Wright, Cliff Wood, Myron Hardesty, Emmanuel Ndifor, Sue Staudt
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Florence Fonjweng

Moderator John Paderson opened with prayer at 4:30 pm.
Minutes from the December meeting were reviewed and approved.
Pastor’s report was approved.

Treasurer’s report was approved pending audit. Total revenue for December 2014 was $21,140.30. Total expenditures for December 2014 were $11,755.23. Net revenue over expenses for December 2014 was $9,385.07. Total revenue for the YTD was $161,394.94. Total expenditures for YTD were $171,144.95. Net revenue over expenses for the YTD was -$9,750.01.

Motions made, seconded and approved:
	Sell $12,000.00 worth of Fidelity shares to be deposited into our PNC Money Market account.
	A friend of Shirley McDaniel requests the use of Fellowship Hall Saturday March 7th for a Sweet Sixteen Birthday party.
	Brookside Lions Club requests the use of Fellowship Hall at no charge on the evening of March 21st for a fund raising dinner.
	Presbyterian Women requests the use of Fellowship Hall from 10-2 on March 21st  for their annual Womens Day celebration.
	By e-mail vote, to hold the congregational meeting on January 25 2015 after worship service

Respectfully submitted
Sue Staudt, Clerk of Session	

SESSION
Clerk					Brenda Saulsbury
Buildings & Grounds			Chet Pasapane
Christian Ed				Jane Wright
Fellowship				Cliff Wood
Membership				Flora Atangcho
Memorials				Brenda Saulsbury
Missions				Florence Fonjweng
Nominating				Emmanuel Ndifor
Pastor/Personnel			Mary Anne Colbert
Nominating				Emmanuel Ndifor
Stewardship				Cliff Wood
Treasurer				Winnie Wagner
Worship				Al Crowe
                                       St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
                                        Annual Congregational Meeting
                               Fellowship Hall       Sunday January 25 2015

Rev. Paderson called the meeting to order and opened with a prayer for guidance at 11:40. The Clerk of Session attested that a quorum was present and proper notice was given for this meeting.

There was a moment of prayer in memory of members, friends and relatives who passed away during 2014 especially:
	Members—Gloria Johnson (9/7/14), Rena Hardy (4/11/2014), Harris Aungst (10/18/2014) and Ben Carey (2/3/2014)
	Friends—Walter Johnson (4/21/2014), Rob Roy (10/2014) and Alice Seaburg (11/29/2014). 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the docket for today’s meeting.

The clerk stated that the minutes from all the Congregational Meetings of 2014 were included in the Annual Reports packet handed to all attendees and were approved at regular Session meetings held in 2014. The 2014 Church Report was also included in the Annual Reports packet. 

Financial Report: Treasurer Winnie Wagner reviewed the 2014 Revenue/Expense Report included in the 2014 Annual Report. The Audit Committee reported that the financial statements and supporting documents were found to be accurate. A written statement was submitted verifying their findings.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Financial Documents as written for the year 2014.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Audit Committee’s Report for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2014.

2014 Budget: Treasurer Winnie Wagner presented the 2015 Challenge Budget which was approved by Session at their December 2014 meeting. 
The following motions were made, seconded and approved:
           Accept the Clerk of Sessions report as written. 
           Accept the report from the Building/Grounds Committee as written.
           Accept the report from the Pastor/Personnel Committee as written.
           Accept the report from the Board of Deacons as written.
           Accept the report from the Missions Team as written.
           Accept the report from the Audit Committee as written.
           Accept the report from the Presbyterian Women as written.
           Accept the report from Christian Education as written.
Elections: 
	For Pastor/Personnel: Myron Hardesty for a 3 year term.
	For Audit Committee: Chet Pasapane and Bill Saulsbury(pending his acceptance)  for a 3 year term.
	For Nominating Committee: At large members: Joyce Sparks, Shirley McDaniel and Sue Staudt for a one year term.  From Deacons: Rob Johnson and from Session Emmanuel Ndifor both for one year terms. 

Other Concerns:
             A motion was presented to the congregation “To petition the Session for a study of the relationship between the congregation and the PCUSA, with a report to the congregation prior to the end of October 2015.  A vote was taken with the following results: 
				18 approved, 12 opposed and 3 abstained.

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn this meeting until the next Annual Congregational Meeting to be convened January 24th 2016. The meeting was closed with prayer at 1:20.
Respectfully submitted                                            Attested:

Sue Staudt						      Date:
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Deacons’ News 
Laundry for the Lord:
The deacons will collect money donations in any amount for Laundry for the Lord on March 8 and March 15 in Fellowship Hall after the worship service. The money buys vouchers for our homeless neighbors to use at the Laundromat in the mall across from our church. 
Kingswood Methodist administers the program. As of last year, a voucher costs $6.50.

Operation Hope Tote 2015: 
The deacons will have Hope Totes to distribute at the end of February to those in the congregation who would like to help this ministry, which provides hygiene products to the homeless. 
Fill the Hope Tote bags with the items listed below and return them to church by March 22 for delivery to Sunday Breakfast Mission. Where possible, travel-size items work best.

· 
· Toothpaste and Toothbrush
· Soap
· Shampoo and Conditioner
· Deodorant
· Shaving Cream
· Disposable Razors
· Comb and Brush
· Lotion
· Socks
· Tissues


Food Closet Needs for Easter:
We welcome ham or turkey donations for our Easter food baskets. Bring them to church by Sunday March 29 so we can distribute them to our 14 needy families before Easter, April 5. Please label donated hams or turkeys “for deacons” and put them in the church freezer.
We also need the following items. Place these donations in the wicker basket in the church entry on any Sunday. Reminder: We cannot give away outdated food in our food baskets. Thank you.

· Potatos (boxed or canned)			
· Desserts (cake mixes, etc.)
· Gravy
· Stuffing
· Canned vegetables and fruit
· Applesauce
· Jelly
· Peanut butter
· Cereal
· Mac and cheese
· Soup
· Pasta
· Pasta sauce

Meals on Wheels Desserts:
The deacons delivered 37 desserts weekly to the Newark Senior Center for the Meals on Wheels program. 

Questions?
Please talk to any deacon; we’re a friendly group. 



Youth Article 
Greetings from the St. Andrews Youth Group. Every Sunday night we meet at 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. to worship the Lord and help us understand his will. For example, on February 8th the youth group participated in a ping pong ball toss before its lesson on the bible. Every Sunday, after dinner and fellowship, we participate in some type of group game or activity like the ping pong ball toss before we separate in our groups for the lesson. Unfortunately we had to postpone our Sunday Night Activity’s for February 15th and Feb 22nd due to inclement weather.  The youth are holding their 1st Italian Buffett of the year on February 28th. We hope you can join us. Exciting news, starting in March the youth get more involved on Youth Sunday Worship.  Now not only will we have youth ushers, lector but also a youth will be the Lay Leader. It’s amazing how much the youth are growing in our church.  Don’t forget about St. Andrew’s field trip to Launch Trampoline Park on March 1st.  If you know of any youth that would like to be involved please tell them about the excitement of St. Andrew’s Youth Group.
***Upcoming Events*** 
87er’s game on Saturday April 4th –Anyone in the congregation is welcome.
First 30 people who sign will get the tickets.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES FOR MARCH 2015
			
		  2 –	Joshua Wood
  6 --   	Kathy Paderson
	Jason Avenarius
11 –    	Myron Hardesty				15-- 	Wayne and Jane Wright
12 --   	Winnie Wagner				25 --	John and Shirley McDaniel
13 --   	Patti Webb
16 --   	Elaine Foster
18 --   	Chet Pasapane
		25 --   	Al Crowe
		31 --	Ruth Hostettler
		     
			______________________________________

CIRCLE NEWS

 All ladies of the church are Presbyterian Women, and are welcome to attend any of the meetings.

· The Morning Circle will meet on Thursday March 5th at 10 a.m. 
· The Naomi circle will meet on Tuesday March 17th at 7PM in the home of Ruth Burgher.
· The Ruth Circle will meet on Monday March 16th at 7PM in Fellowship Hall.

PW NEWS
 The Presbyterian Women have planned another Women’s Day for Saturday, March 21, 2015 from 10a.m. – 1p.m.  Winnie Wagner will do a presentation on “Women of the Reformation” sharing her photos and information from her trip abroad in 2013.  All women are invited to come out and join us.  PW was originally scheduled for March 10, but we are going to try something different this year and encourage all women of the church to celebrate Women's Day on March 21 in place of a formal PW meeting.   We hope for a good turnout and look forward to having fun and enjoying fellowship with each other.  Hope you and your friends can come.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR MARCH 2015
  1 Sunday		Blended Service with Communion				10:00 a.m.
			Youth Sunday/Food Collection Sunday
			Coffee/juice hour
Deacon’s meeting 						11:00 a.m.			 Church of Service Worship					12:30 p.m.
			Field trip to LAUNCH	  6:00 p.m. 
  4 Wednesday		Church of Service Worship					  7:30 p.m.
  5 Thursday		Morning Circle
			Confirmation Class					     6:00-8:00 p.m.
Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal		     6:30/7:00 p.m. 			
  6 Friday		Church of Service Youth					  6:00 p.m.
  8 Sunday		Blended Service			    			10:00 a.m.
			Coffee/juice hour
			Church of Service Worship					12:30 p.m.
			Session Meeting						  4:30 p.m.
Sunday Night Dinner, Faith Club, Youth Group
			And Adult Bible Study					  6:00 p.m.
11 Wednesday		Church of Service						  7:30 p.m.
12 Thursday		Confirmation Class					     6:00-8:00 p.m.
Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal		     6:30/7:00 p.m. 
13 Friday		Church of Service Youth				 	  6:00 p.m.
14 Saturday		Church of Service Prayer Service			      7:00-9:30 p.m.
15 Sunday	  	Blended Service						10:00 a.m.
			Coffee/juice hour
			Church of Service Worship					12:30 p.m.
			Sunday Night Dinner, Faith Club, Youth Group
			And Adult Bible Study					  6:00 p.m.
16 Monday		BEACON DEADLINE
			Ruth Circle Meeting						  7:00 p.m.
17 Tuesday		HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
			Naomi Circle Meeting						  7:00 p.m.
18 Wednesday		Church of Service						  7:30 p.m.
19 Thursday		Confirmation Class					     6:00-8:00 p.m.
Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal		     6:30/7:00 p.m. 
20 Friday		Church of Service Youth				 	  6:00 p.m.
21 Saturday		PW Women’s Day Celebration		        10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
22 Sunday	  	Blended Service						10:00 a.m.
			Coffee/juice hour
			Church of Service Worship					12:30 p.m.
			Sunday Night Dinner, Faith Club, Youth Group
			And Adult Bible Study					  6:00 p.m.
25 Wednesday		Church of Service						  7:30 p.m.
26 Thursday		Confirmation Class					     6:00-8:00 p.m.
Praise Band Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal		     6:30/7:00 p.m. 
27 Friday		Church of Service Youth				 	  6:00 p.m.
29 Sunday		Palm Sunday
			Blended Service						10:00 a.m.
			Coffee/juice hour
			Church of Service Worship					12:30 p.m.
			Sunday Night Dinner, Faith Club, Youth Group
			And Adult Bible Study					  6:00 p.m.
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All you can eat Italian Buffet
Saturday February 28, 2015 6PM-8PM
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
200 Marrows Road 
Newark, DE  19713
$10 Adults $ 5 children 
St. Andrew’s Youth Group will be holding our first Italian Buffet for 2015.  Come on out and show your support!

Malachi 3:10 Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple, so that there will be plenty of food there.  Put me to the test and you will see that I will open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things. 
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DATE CHANGE!!!!
2015 PW RETREAT RESCHEDULED TO APRIL 17-19
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Women’s Day 
Celebration


March 21, 2015    10 AM – 2 PM


St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
200 Marrows Road, Newark, DE 19713 10 AM to 2 PM 302-738-4331 


Women of the Reformation Presentation 
Bring your friends and join us for Food, Fun and Fellowship  


Huguenot Cross - Symbol of 
Religious Loyalty 
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SAVE THE DATE
AND
INVITE A FRIEND

2015 New Castle Presbyterian
‘Women Annual Retreat

“In the same way, let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven." — Matthew 5:16

When: Fri. April 24 — Sun. April 26

Where: Dunes Manor Hotel
2800 N. Baltimore Ave.
Ocean City, MD 21842
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Save these dates and join PW from New Castle Presbytery,
the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic and Churchwide!!!

BEING THE LIGHT IN A DARK WORLD

2015 PW in New Castle Presbytery
Annual Retreat

LIVING WATER
2015 PW Synod Summer Gathering
Friday, June 12 - Sunday, June 14

Massanetta Springs, VA

ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT
2015 PW Churchwide Gathering
Thursday, June 18—Sunday, June 21

Minneapolis, MN

oul8-2,205

‘Scholarships available! Check our website at https://sites.google.com/site/pwinncp/home

for more information. Watch for additional scholarship opportunities to come!
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